THE CLIMAX
Empire against the Russian menace, and the objective chosen
was the Russian military port and arsenal of Sebastopol, in the
Crimea. It was doubtftil whether England would lend herself
to this adventure or no, for the French alone, aided by Turkey,
might suffice to occupy the Russians and diminish their power.
The opinion of those directing English affairs was divided, and
when the decision was taken to enter the war as the ally of
France a strong peace party continued to protest. A French
alliance can never be popular in this country. The siege of
Sebastopol opened in the October of 1854, and the town was
in the hands of the allies in eleven months, during which strong
popular feeling had been roused in England by the sufferings
of the troops. Peace was signed on March 30, 1856. The
Russian armies had remained intact, for Sebastopol had been
evacuated, and no direct military result had been achieved.
Yet the international consequences were considerable: the
example of a combination against Russia had appeared; France,
with the support of England, had become for the moment the
first military power of the Continent; and England, with the
support of France, had prevented any Great Power appearing
on die Eastern Mediterranean. The Russian fleet in the Black
Sea was eliminated; the essential point of Constantinople had
been, kept from falling into the hands of a rival; and, most
important of all, Russia, after such an experience, would long
hesitate before renewing the designs she was suspected of enter-
taining against India, towards which (though separated by a
wide tangle of mountains) her Asiatic power was expanding.
Further, Napoleon III, who desired to set up ultimately an
Italian kingdom as a counter-weight to Austria and the Germanic
power north of the Alps, had brought into the war contingents
from the kingdom of Savoy. Later, with French help, the
house of Savoy, with its capital at Turin, extended its domination
first over the' Lombard Plain (with the exception of Venice,
which remained Austrian), then over Tuscany, and at last over
the whole Italian peninsula, with the exception of the Papal
States in the centre. These last Napoleon III continued to
protect until the pivot year 1870, when, among the other great
changes of that date, his power was to disappear and a united
Italy to emerge.
In this same treaty of peace England secured what was
really an advantage (though many would deny that it was so)